aboratories in societal settings gained momentum in the last decade as part of a larger experimental turn in social sciences addressing sustainability topics (Schäp ke et al. 2018) . A recent example are real-world laboratories (RWLs). The federal state of Baden-Württemberg pioneers RWL research and funded 14 BaWü Labs 1 , beginning in 2015. Now, a symposium took place at April 27 in Karlsruhe, to present the state of affairs to a broad audience, reflect achievements, outline developmental potentials, and to celebrate. Complementary accompanying researchers, funders and practice partners provided inputs and overarching reflections. In line with the experimental character of RWLs, interactive formats invited for debates. The event was hosted by the Ministry for Science, Research and the Arts Baden-Württemberg (MWK), the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT) and the accompanying research team ForReal 2 . Some 250 persons participated, including researchers and practitioners from BaWü Labs, funders, the broader scientific community and policy-making. We present an overview of the contributions and summarize main results of the event. On their own, RWLs nevertheless are not sufficient for developing a research for sustainability. Rather, labs need to be embedded in a transformation of the science system itself, towards transdisciplinary and society-oriented structures.
Speakers and Contributions

RWLs Provide Space and Leverage for Sustainability Initiatives
RWLs reveal that research can practically address sustainability challenges in a societal accessible way, contrasting the impression of "ivory tower" science (talk Bauer). Further discussion outlined the capacity of RWLs to provide space and legitimacy for existing sustainability initiatives, strengthening their voice in local policymaking. This countered tendencies of disenchantment with politics, while experiences with labs showed how they function as focal points for a local culture of sustainability.
RWLs Bridge the Gap between Knowledge and Action
RWLs pose a systematic approach to bridge the gap between knowledge and action in a science-society collaboration. They allow for experimentation and establish legitimate possibilities to take risks, encouraging bold design and development of innovative solutions to sustainability challenges locally. This was reported strongly during the fishbowl discussion. While risks entailed by real-world experimentation demand transparency and joint process ownership between research and society, existing societal challenges motivate researchers to take on their societal responsibility in new ways. 
RWLs Expose Success Factors
Building on surveys and interviews with BaWü Labs and a literature review, ForReal identified success factors of RWL research: Empirically, the real world impact is considered more important for RWL success, than scientific outputs. RWLs are either structured as a continuous project, as separate experiments or an intelligent combination of both. Communication efforts and transdisciplinary collaboration are core elements of the process design, a longer-term exposure and high visibility of measures within the RWLs are key to the labs impact. Up-scaling and transfer of successful intervention strategies to new contexts are considered important, but the contribution to a broader transformation remains to be concretized.
RWLs Require Particular Support
The realization of RWLs is demanding, as the format per se depends on a specific supporting infrastructure and funding (e. g., talk Defila and Di Giulio). All BaWü Labs recommend key points for setting up RWLs, put down in a joint "policy paper" (see Parodi et al. 2018) which was handed over to Theresia Bauer. Recommendations include to build capacities and infrastructures for transdisciplinary work, funding periods of a minimum of five years and to provide accompanying research. The particular situation of early career researchers should be considered, moderation and mentoring in RWLs work secured and an evaluation committee with expertise in transdisciplinarity established. The authors recommend an overarching support structure, a dual trusteeship from research and societal actors, the realization of educational potentials and a positioning of RWLs as institutions of sustainability (talk Parodi).
RWLs Call for Institutionalization
RWLs need time to realize their potential. (Defila and Di Giulio 2018) , the GAIA special issue S1/2018 5 , and the mentioned policy paper (Parodi et al. 2018 ).
